
 
 
For the last three years Women Powering Technology has been running an Ottawa 
chapter of an international program called Technovation designed to inspire girls 10-18 
to pursue degrees and careers in technology. The feedback from the students has been 
outstanding and we are now seeing many of the girls who participated in the first three 
years pursuing STEM degrees in university.  
 
The program is free for students to participate, and we rely on volunteers to provide 
instruction and mentorship. This year we are expecting over 150 girls to participate.  
 
The goal of the program is to inspire girls to see themselves not just as users of 
technology, but as inventors, designers, builders and entrepreneurs. As such, we are 
looking for volunteers that work in all aspects of Technology. 
 
As a mentor, you will guide a team of up to 5 girls (ages 10-18) as they develop a 
mobile app to address a problem in their community, write a business plan, and pitch 
their startup. The program weaves in entrepreneurial business skills with technical 
skills.  
 
Mentors can be technical or non-technical, and work in pairs with the teams. We have 
weekly meetings, Wednesday evenings from Feb through April, to teach the curriculum 
along with time for you to work with your teams on their business. 
 
Through a three month curriculum, your team will work together to imagine, design and 
develop mobile apps, then pitch their start-up businesses to judges. Teams typically 
spend 40-50 hours in total on their projects.  
 
The total commitment for mentoring a team is approximately 25-35 hours from February 
to April 2018. There are 12 group sessions on Wednesday evenings, plus time with your 
team. Mentors work in pairs, and typically split the meetings so that each mentor would 
be committing 15-20 hours.  
 
The Technovation program has a proven track record with 70% of participants in 
previous years, choosing to continue with computer science courses in high school and 
university. Feebdback from mentors has been very positive. It is a rewarding experience 
to see your team go from no experience with technology to confidently pitching their 
business to a room of judges in three months. 
 
For more information and to join as a mentor please visit Technovationottawa.org or 
email ottawachapter@womenpoweringtechnology.org. 
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