
Entrepreneurial Adventure (EA) helps young Canadians discover entrepreneurship, 
an increasingly essential skill in today’s economic and business environment. The 
program pairs Kindergarten to Grade 12 classes with business partners to create 
and develop a business venture from concept to launch and actual sales, with profits 
going to a charity of the class’ choosing. The Bank of Montreal is Entrepreneurial 
Adventure’s program partner and has been since the program’s founding in 1995.

At the conclusion of the program, The Learning Partnership hosts an Entrepreneurial 
Adventure Showcase with a group of students from each participating class. 
Teachers are also eligible to apply for the BMO National Student Innovation Awards 
given out annually to ventures from across Canada. The BMO National Student 
Innovation Awards were established in 2003 to recognize and celebrate outstanding 
entrepreneurial achievement of students participating from across the country.

Business Partner Guide
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The role of the business partner

While each partnership is unique, and individual partners will negotiate the terms of 
their own partnership, business partners generally spend approximately 4-6 hours 
per month working with the teacher and students in the classroom. Together you 
and the teacher will decide on your role in the classroom. The following are some 
suggested opportunities for business partners to contribute to the class:

 ■ Bring your personal business experience to the classroom.

 ■ Serve as a mentor or role model for the students to enhance understanding of 
the entrepreneurial process and business activities, as well as share personal 
knowledge and experience.

 ■ Make presentations to the class that relate to the desired outcomes of their 
venture.

 ■ Advise students as they work on various tasks in teams and in small groups.

 ■ Help develop or acquire resource materials students may need.

 ■ Help assess the ideas, opportunities and venture plans that students develop.

 ■ Provide opportunities for students to visit a business or businesses.

 ■ Connect the school to other businesses in the community.

The teacher is always responsible for the program, the curriculum connections and 
for classroom management (student discipline) and must be present in the classroom 
at all times.

Time commitment and virtual mentorship

As each Entrepreneurial Adventure is unique, the amount of work involved varies 
greatly from venture to venture. As a business partner, it is your responsibility to 
manage expectations and discuss openly about time commitment. Planning ahead is 
key, but please contact your local program manager for help with any challenges you 
are encountering.

Connecting with the class remotely is also an option; discuss the possibilities with 
your teacher and their school. Video conferencing, such as Skype or FaceTime, might 
be an option as opposed to or in conjunction with in-person visits. Please talk to your 
program manager if you have any questions.
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Partner communication

Teachers are not always easily accessible. Most classrooms don’t have a phone and 
many teachers don’t have their own voicemail. An important task as a partnership 
team is to work out your communication strategy (an introductory booklet is 
available to you) at the initial meeting with your teacher.

Criminal records check and vulnerable sector screening

In most provinces, a criminal records check is required. The Learning Partnership will 
provide instructions for obtaining your criminal records check and will also reimburse 
you for the cost of the clearance letter. Your program manager will provide you with 
the appropriate instructions. 

School etiquette and safety

On the first visit, the business partner should introduce himself or herself to the 
Principal and Vice-Principal, as well as the office staff. Always check in first at the 
office before going to the classroom as it is common protocol for you to sign in and 
out each time you visit. You might also be provided with a visitor’s pass. Please ask 
the Principal or office staff about this on your first visit. Please note that whatever 
you learn about students during your time in the classroom must remain confidential.

Most school boards have fairly strict guidelines about distributing any materials to 
students with corporate logos. Sometimes business partners have corporate items 
that they like to distribute (soccer balls, etc.). Please check with the school Principal 
before distributing any logo-bearing items to teachers or students. In most boards, 
this is not permitted.

Venture planning

Most schools have a clearly defined vision statement, strategy and objectives 
(School Success Plan or School Improvement Plan or Strategic Plan) that will help 
you understand what the school as a whole is striving to achieve this year. Ask 
your teacher for a copy and discuss opportunities to link this into your venture in 
some way.
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Please be sure to mark the date for your local Entrepreneurial Adventure Showcase 
once it is established. This is a really big day for the students and an ideal opportunity 
to let the world know about all the great things you and your young partners have 
been doing this year. It usually takes place over the lunch hour so please make sure 
you are able to attend, and invite as many colleagues and friends as you can!

Here are some suggestions for your first few visits:

 ■ Visit 1:  Talk about different types of businesses (service, retail, corporate). Talk about 
different roles within a company.

 ■ Visit 2: Brainstorm potential business ideas with the students.

 ■ Visit 3: Talk about product costs and business expenses.

Concluding thoughts

Ventures and partnership relationships can sometimes have challenges that are no 
different than dealing with your customers or colleagues every day. Draw on the 
wealth of experience in our Entrepreneurial Adventure community to help problem 
solve. If you have an issue or concern about anything in the program, please contact 
your program manager. 

If you are no longer able to participate in the program, please inform your teacher 
and your program manager as soon as possible.

Thank you for the invaluable experience and expertise that you are providing as a 
volunteer business partner!

About The Learning Partnership

The Learning Partnership is a national charity dedicated to building stakeholder 
partnerships to support, promote and advance publicly funded education in Canada. 
We do this through five key deliverables - innovative student programs, executive 
leadership for educators, knowledge mobilization and policy, tribute celebrations of 
excellence and ongoing collaborations across Canada. Since 1993, more than 6.5 
million students have participated in The Learning Partnership’s programs.

For more information, visit thelearningpartnership.ca.
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