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April 13th, 2016

His Worship, Mayor Jim Watson 
City of Ottawa 
110 Laurier Avenue West  
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 1J11 

The Kanata North Business Area is a significant economic engine for the City of Ottawa 
in technology jobs, research and development, contributing $7.8 billion to Canada’s 
GDP in 2015 and paying more than $120 million in taxes to the City.  As the Country’s 
largest Research and Technology Park, with an average productivity 3 times higher 
than the Canadian average, we are continuing to experience growth in employment. 

The demand for talent in our City has never been higher.  Accessibility to public 
transportation is critical to attracting and retaining a talented workforce, and is an 
important factor in attracting new businesses to the area and in retaining those currently 
located in Ottawa. We have been approached many times from local businesses who 
have said that they had difficulty in hiring tech workers because they couldn’t get there 
due to a lack of transit.  Long term action is needed soon to address these issues. 

Ottawa’s Official Plan projects that 30% of future growth in Ottawa will occur in west end 
Ottawa.  With the relocation of National Defence to the Carling Road campus over the 
next few years, more than 8,000 additional workers will be added to the growing 
workforce in Ottawa’s west end.  This will create further demand for increased capacity 
in mass transit. 

For these reasons, taking into consideration the recent Federal Budget announcement 
with support for infrastructure projects, we are asking the City to consider two important 
immediate additions to the current plan for Light Rail Transit.    First of all, we ask that 
the City to immediately fund and undertake an Environmental Assessment for LRT from 
Bayshore to Terry Fox so that the project is ready to go once funds are 
secured.  Secondly we ask that the Transportation Master Plan be amended to 
include LRT from Bayshore to Terry Fox as part of Phase 2, to be constructed with the 
current approved LRT to Bayshore.  
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Funding needs to be sought as soon as possible to ensure that the funds are available 
to avoid two stages of construction to the west and result in savings that can be applied 
to the cost of the extension to the west.   

Up to 50% can be obtained from the Federal Government who will benefit greatly from 
the extension by servicing the military at the former Nortel Campus and by transferring 
their land (the Greenbelt) and servicing their lessee, Wesley Clover in the 
Greenbelt.  The federal government is also a beneficiary from the Business Parks in 
Kanata which are export oriented and contribute greatly to the nations GDP.   

The other 50% can be paid for by a one third contribution from the Provincial 
Government (who also benefit from the Business Parks and would achieve a big step 
towards reducing carbon emissions as LRT is an electric system), with the remaining 
coming from approved projects in the west end including: 

- $90 million from the BRT on March Road and through Kanata to Terry Fox, 
- $30 million reduction in the present BRT extension to Moodie,  
- Savings by not having to build a transfer station at Bayshore (which is complex 

and much costlier than one at Terry Fox),  
- Funds for some other transit projects in the Kanata/Stittsville area could also be 

used if needed. 

The LRT Project is a major step forward for the City of Ottawa and we applaud the City 
for their efforts in moving this essential tool forward in such a major way.  We ask you to 
commit to working with us to consider leveraging the Federal Government to procure 
Infrastructure funds to ensure that Kanata can now be included in Stage 2.  

The Kanata North Business Association, West Ottawa Board of Trade, West Ottawa 
City Councillors have come together to work towards ensuring that this essential 
transportation system is extended to Kanata – to both serve the largest population 
outside the Greenbelt and the second largest employment area outside the downtown 
core.  This is of critical importance not only to the western part of the City but also to the 
economic health of the entire City of Ottawa.  

This can be done and with your help will be achieved. 
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___________________ ___________________ 
Kevin Ford, CEO, Calian Richard Vallee, SVP, Cisco 

___________________ ___________________ 
Steve Cody, CEO,  Hans Molin, President  

The Better Software Company Syntronic R&D Canada In.c 

___________________ 
Bruce Gregory, CEO,   

Corsa Technology 

____________________  ___________________ 
Ritch Dusome, CEO, CENGN Jason Flick, CEO, You i 

___________________ ___________________ 
Roddy Bolivar  John Luszczek 
Executive Director Ottawa Site Operations Leader 
Carp Road Corridor BIA Ericsson 

___________________ 
Scott McIntosh, President
Nordion
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___________________ ___________________ 
Greg Johnson, CEO  Greg Whetmore, SVP 
RBR Global  Entrust Datacard 

___________________ ___________________ 
Andrew Penny, CEO  Bernard Herscovici, CEO 

Kingsford Consulting  Art2Wave 

___________________ ___________________ 
Bob Griffin, SVP Alec Main, CEO 
CV Diagnostix  Graphite Software 

___________________ ___________________ 
Garry Brownrigg, CEO Mahshad Koohgoli,SVP 
QuickSilk Synopsys 

___________________ 
Paul Brennan, VP Finance 
Gilmore Group of Companies
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______________________ 
JP Jauvin, President & COO 
SolarWinds N-Able  

__________________ 

Steve Bryne, CEO  
ThinkWrap 

Les Rechan
__________________ __________________ 
Stuart Hodge, Chair  Les Rechan, President & CEO 
Carp Village BIA Halogen Software 

_____________________  _______________________ 

Dr. Sue Abu-Hakima, CEO Alex Lewis, Executive Director 

Amika Mobile Bells Corners BIA 
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